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albertin vernon 

The Brick Town Trail… a rail trail project connecting 
4 former brickyard communities in Centre & Clinton 
counties.  

a Buy Fresh Buy, Buy Local choice 

The Dam Park at Austin, an 
award winning  park master 

plan that  uses trails to 
connect Austin Boro and the 

ruins of the National Register 
listed Bayless  Paper Mill Dam 

because we bring a fresh perspective, 
we know this region well, and we 
understand how DCNR funded trail 
related projects work. 



brian auman,Landscape Architect 
Brian also knows this region well 
and understands how DCNR funded 
trail related projects work. 

North Central Canal Trail.  

Sunbury Wetland Park  



GREENWAYS & TRAILS MOVEMENT 
Origins of the greenways and trail movement in America. 

“At some time in our history when 
a lack of comity, indeed of 
ordinary civility, seems to have us 
in its grip, an astonishing counter-
trend is taking hold – a beautiful; 
exception that ought to give 
everyone hope. I refer to the 
greenway movement, the effort 
made by a large number of 
wonderfully decent civic-minded 
Americans to link people with one 
another and with nature via 
corridors of green that run into, 
around, and through the places 
we live and work: poor places and 
rich ones, in cities, suburbs and the 
countryside.  
Charles Little, Greenways for 
America , 1990 



DCNR Greenway & Trails VISION 

A system of 
greenways & trails 
as recognizable as 
the state highway 
system,  
connecting 
communities to 
each other , 
and to all the 
natural,  
cultural and  
historic resources 
around 
them. 



CENTRE COUNTY GREENWAY PLAN 
The origins of this project began in Gregg Township before 
the Centre County Greenway Plan was written, and was 
adopted by the Plan as a potential link between Penns 
Valley and State College to the west, and Lewisburg, 
another college town, to the east. 

State College Lewisburg 



What this feasibility study is about: 
Is this rail trail project –or some portion of it- physically, 
financially, and politically feasible. 

1. Is it politically feasible, is there widespread support for this project in the community? 
2. Is it legally feasible? who owns the ROW now, are there alternate routes? 
3. Is there demand for the trail? who will use the trail? 
4. Is it physically feasible? what are the physical opportunities & constraints? 
5. What will the trail look like? how  long and wide is it, can we phase it? 
6. Is it financially feasible? what does it cost, where will the money come from? 
7. How will it be managed? who will own, operate & maintain the trail? 
 

7 key questions: 



designing a ROBUST PUBLIC 
PROCESS 
We want to send a very clear message to the community that 
we not only invite the public’s involvement in this project-  
we want to encourage it… because there are a lot of great 
ideas out there, and the Township would like their support too. 

ORVISTON HERITAGE DAYS 2007 



5 study committee meetings 

We view the Study Committee as both a resource and as a 
sounding board, so we are as informed as possible, and make 
wise choices that reflect a broad cross section of the community. 



4 public meetings 

There will be 4 opportunities for the public to not only learn 
about this project, but to actually participate in the decisions 
that influence the outcome of this study 



one-on-one meetings 
because we realize that 
some people just aren’t  
as comfortable or as 
able to present their 
points of view at a 
public meeting. 



CRAFTING OUR MESSAGES 

We recognize that we live in a world that competes for 
people’s attention with sound bite messages, seductive 
graphic images  and a full spectrum of media outlets.  



social media 
With over 1 billion 
users on facebook 
now, we realize that 
social media is the 
way most people stay 
in touch and 
communicate today. 



LEGAL FEASIBILITY 

Our first step on this project will be to find out who wants in, 
and who doesn’t, so we can plan an alignment that works for 
those who do, and around those who don’t. 

past present future  

? 
PRR to be determined 



HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 
Because it’s helpful to know 
where things came from  come 
when you’re trying to figure out 
where they might go? 

The Lewisburg, Centre & Spruce Creek Railroad (LCSCRR) 



PHYSICAL INVENTORY & ANALYSIS 
We plan on 
spending a lot of 
time in the field 
getting familiar 
with both the 
opportunities and 
the constraints 
along the right of 
way? 



PHYSICAL INVENTORY & ANALYSIS 
We want to understand what people’s concerns along the 
proposed alignment of the trail might be so we can design  
around them... 



PHYSICAL INVENTORY & ANALYSIS 
…and we want to learn about the many natural, cultural and 
historical features that contribute to the rural character of 
Penns Valley, and to the unique character of each of the towns 
and villages along the way, so we understand how to preserve, 
protect and -where possible- improve access to them. 

rural landscapes village life & character 



TRAIL DESIGN 
We understand that the design of this trail is not just about 
connecting point A to point B in the most economical way 
possible. 

It’s also about creating a green corridor that 
add value to the communities it serves by 
connecting them to each other and to all 
the features and attributes around them 
that contribute to the life and culture of this 
region . 



TRAIL DESIGN 
We want this project to 
help capture the magic 
of this region... 



interpretation 
…so we hope to encourage lots of 
outside-the-box kind of thinking here. 

“The chief aim of interpretation 
is not instruction, but 
provocation.” 
 
Freeman Tilden 
Interpreting Our Heritage, 1957 



instruction 
We know this is what most people think of when 
you say the word “Interpretation”… 

history on a stick history on 2 sticks 



telling the stories 
But we see lots of possibilities for local art to tell 
stories along this trail in ways that may be more 
provocative and memorable. 



DEMAND ANALYSIS & USE OF TRAIL 
Our preconceptions about who might use the trail might be wrong. 

Property owners 
Neighbors 
Visitors 
Amish 
English 
Equestrians 
Teachers 
Students 
Hikers 
Cyclers 
Kayakers, tubers 
Commuters 
Cross country skiers 
Anglers 
Hunters 
Wildlife watchers 
Snowshoers 
 
 



TRAIL OPERATION & SECURITY 
Who will manage, operate and maintain the trail? 



FINANCIAL FEASIBILITY 
What will the trail cost, where will the money come from 
to pay for it, how much will it cost to maintain it, what 
economic impacts could a trail have on this community? 

trail & ADA design 
standards 

current cost 
estimates 

estimates of 
potential 
beneficial 
impacts 



SCHEDULE 
How long will the study take? 

18 MONTHS 

 
give or take a season 



NEXT STEPS 

Next Study Committee meeting Jan/Feb 
1st Public Meeting shortly thereafter 
 
What we’ll be focusing on until then: 
Meeting with key property owners 
Field work on ownership 
ID’ing & mapping resources (natural, cultural, historical) 
ID’ing  & mapping constraints 
 



Q&A 

Things you can do to 
help us tonight: 
 
1. General comments, 

questions or suggestions 
on Process 

2. Suggestions for Sources 
of Useful Relevant 
Information  

3. Suggestions for 20 Key 
Person Interviews  

 
 


